FARM BILL 

FLORIDA PROGRAMS & IMPLEMENTATION 



The Farm, Nutrition, and Bioenergy Act, or “Farm Bill,” (Public Law No: 110-246) enacted into law on June 18, 2008, made significant steps toward strengthening investments in fruit and vegetable production, conservation, nutrition and renewable energy efforts of importance to Florida farmers and ranchers, as well as sustaining our nation’s food supply.

Florida ranks among the top ten states in the nation in agricultural crop value and 2nd in specialty crop production.  The  Farm Bill five-year farm policy measure provided emphasis on key areas such as pest and disease, research, conservation and nutrition, as well as giving states the flexibility needed to better address environmental challenges and ensuring critical resources are available to respond to the unique needs of specialty crop producers.   
Below is a description and update on the most relevant Farm Bill programs affecting Florida specialty crop producers. (*All figures are best estimates based on available data, not to used for official use.)
Block Grants - $466 million nationally/5years (Florida: $4.3-$4.9 million annually)
· Florida is the 2nd largest recipient based on specialty crop production.   

· Block grants provide Florida flexibility to meet the unique farming challenges of our state, targeting specialty crops, including fruits, vegetables and nursery, to support projects in marketing, research, innovation, education, pest/disease management, production, nutrition, food safety to fund priority state needs 
Pest and Disease - $377 million nationally/5 years, Approx. $50 million annually (Florida: $3.7 million FY 2011)
	
	
	


· The 2008 Farm Bill established for the first time a Pest and Disease Management Program “Section 10201” to conduct pest detection, surveillance and threat identification activities in coordination with state departments of agriculture, for the full range of activities needed to effectively detect, control and mitigate pest and disease threats to specialty crops, and protect against the spread of invasive pests.  
These funds will not only support State and national efforts to improve pest detection and mitigation activities, but also ensure that farmers and specialty crop growers remain a viable segment of our national agriculture by protecting them from devastating plant pests and diseases. The bill gives special funding consideration for high-risk sentinel states, such as Florida.
Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI)- $230 million nationally/5years.  Approx. $50 million annually (Florida: Approx. $2 million annually)
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Establishes a mandatory Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI) designed to assist in meeting pressing research challenges such as developing pest and disease resistant crops, identification and mitigation of threats posed by invasive species improved efficiency and production, new innovations in technology including mechanical harvesting techniques, improved means to prevent and control food safety hazards, and other pressing research needs. 
Note:  Some concerns exist regarding the inability of the SCRI program to address funding for Citrus Greening as of this time.  Florida, the 2nd largest specifically crop producing state in the nation, also has the opportunity to be more equitably represented in SCRI awards as a whole.
Conservation
· The Florida conservation programs under the Farm bill are aimed at restoring and improve soil and water quality, pest and nutrient management, and their facilitating best management practices to assist in meeting environmental standards, through voluntary cost share efforts.   Of the 108 conservation practices avail​able to farmers and ranchers in Florida in 2010, the five most utilized were to re​duce soil erosion and improve soil quality through residue management and cover crop practices; increase water conserva​tion through converting to more efficient irrigation systems; brush management practices to improve plant health, forage quality, and wildlife habitat by control​ling invasive species.   
	NRCS Program
	FLORIDA Dollars Obligated
	Number of Contracts/Easements

	Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
	$ 1.2 million 
	95

	Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
	$ 17.6 million
	437

	Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP)
	$ 1.2 million 
	45

	Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP)
	$ 8.5 million
	6

	Grassland Reserve Program (GRP)
	$ 3.6 million
	4

	Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)
	$ 145.3 million
	15

	Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)
	$ 1.3 million
	117


Nutrition 
· Promotes healthy fruits and vegetables in the diets of Americans and also creates a significant market for fruits and vegetables grown by Florida farmers.

· Authorizes an additional $200 million annually in fresh fruit and vegetables purchases for USDA domestic feeding and school programs, as well an additional $50 million for infrastructure. Expands the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program to every state, including Florida, to assist schools in providing healthy fruit and vegetable snacks to students, authorizing $70 million in funding.

Marketing Assistance (Approx. $5 million annually) 

Maintains funding for USDA’s Market Access Program (MAP) to assist producers in Florida and other states in accessing foreign markets for their products.  Florida Department of Citrus and the Florida Depart of Agriculture utilize MAP funding to assist with international marketing efforts. 
Energy
· Invests in Renewable Energy Programs to promote energy independence, funding programs that will leverage renewable energy investments in new technologies and feedstocks, including incentives for renewable fuels using Florida agriculture waste.  Expands definition of renewable fuels to include the broad array of our state’s agricultural and forestry crops and by-products.  
Disaster Assistance
· The Farm Bill requires producers who wish to participate in the new disaster programs to have crop insurance or non-insured crop disaster assistance (NAP) coverage.  In response to the 2008 hurricanes, supplemental funding was provided for the Emergency Watershed Program and the Emergency Conservation Program.  Caps Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limitation for disaster payments.
